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STANDARDIZATION AUTHORITY DEFINED 


OPA Consumer Division and OPM Conservation 
Bureau Divide Spheres of Activity 


Spheres of activity relating to standardization and simpli- 
fication of consumer goods were defined November 13 in an 
announcement of an agreement between the Standards Sec- 
tion, Consumer Division of the Office of Price Administration, 
and the Bureau of Industrial Conservation of the Office of 
Production Management. 


The agreement delegates to the Bureau responsibility re- 
lating to simplified practices, that is, the reduction in the 
number of various styles, types or grades of products manu- 
factured with the objective of saving vital materials for 
defense and essential civilian uses. The development of 
standards, grades and quality-identifying labels will be 
handled by the OPA Standards Section. 


The basis for cooperation has been laid down in a letter 
from Lessing J. Rosenwald, chief of the Bureau, to Dr, Robert 
A. Brady, chief of the Standards Section, from which the 
following is quoted: 


The Bureau of Industrial Conservation will be responsible 
for the handling of all simplified practice procedure as de- 
fined below: 

“A ‘simplified practice’ is defined as a list of sizes, varieties, 
types, or grades of products which has been approved for 
regular stock purposes, after superfluous variety has been 
eliminated and which can be carried out without involving 
technical standardization.” 

The Consumer Division of the Office of Price Administra- 
tion will be responsible for the handling of all standardization 
with the understanding that all work necessary in determining 
such standards from the point of view of simplified practice 
will be handled in the Bureau of Industrial Conservation. 

The Bureau of Industrial Conservation will provide office 
space for a representative of the Consumer Division and 
everything which the Bureau of Industrial Conservation 
does in the simplified practice field will be open to your 
representative. Your representative will take part in all 
procedures concerning simplified practice where he considers 
it advantageous to present the consumer's point of view. A 
similar arrangement will be made by the Consumer Division 
for a representative of the Bureau of Industrial Conservation 
on matters pertaining to standards developed in your Division. 


Dr. Brady added to the announcement the following com- 
ments “in order,” he said “that producers, distributors and 
consumers may clearly understand the general position of the 
Consumer Division with reference to standards”: 

The Standards and Consumer Needs work of the Con- 
sumer Division has been undertaken to develop the use of 
standards, grades and quality-identifying labels that will 
effectively assist the defense program by providing aids for 
the more adequate protection of consumer interests. 

It is not, however, the purpose of the Standards Section of 
the Consumer Division to promote standards as such, but 
only those standards that are of definite and immediate value 


to ultimate consumers and are demonstrably feasible in 
specific situations. Other sections of OPM and OPA are 
concerned with simplification, standards, and specifications as 
they relate to conservation and better use of materials, man- 
power, and plant capacity for belligerent purposes. Our 
concern is with selecting among these alternative types of 
standards those that, while serving the same ends, likewise 
give the consumer the best possible value for his money. 

Our concern, that is to say, is not with generalities about 
standards or grading systems, but with this specific ques- 
tion: in a particular situation, with respect to a given com- 
modity or service, will any standards or grading system make 
possible better use of materials, plant capacity, and man- 
—, and at the same time aid the consumer in getting the 

st possible value for his dollar? Where the answer is 
yes, the Consumer Division will be wholeheartedly and 
emphatically in favor of using or establishing standards. 
If the standards are bad, technically unsatisfactory, vague, 
or otherwise imperfect, but still clearly better than “nothing 
at all,” the Consumer Division will still be in favor of their 
use. If standards do not exist, or for one reason or another 
are not immediately feasible in any particular commodity 
field, or are less effective than some es device that better 
and more expeditiously serves the same ends, then the 
Consumer Division will not favor it—it will even oppose—the 
introduction of standards. 


PRICE CEILING BILL BEFORE HOUSE 


Contains Provision Which Apparently Restricts 
Authority for Ceilings on Canned Foods 


Price control legislation is scheduled to come before the 
House on Tuesday, November 18, under an “open rule” that 
will permit free consideration of all phases of the subject. 
The basis for House action and debate will be the bill (H. R. 
5990) that was reported favorably on November 7 by the 
Committee on Banking and Currency. 

As reported by the Committee, the bill does not “freeze” 
prices and wage rates at present or pre-existing levels, nor 
does it impose specific maximum prices for any commodity. 
It would merely authorize an administrator, to be appointed 
by the President and confirmed by the Senate, to impose 
maximum prices, selectively, at levels to be determined by 
the administrator, upon the sale of particular commodities 
the prices of which have become, or threaten to become, ex- 
cessive. This power to impose maximum price restrictions 
could be applied by the administrator to any commodity, but 
the bill imposes severe restrictions upon the maximum prices 
which can be set for agricultural commodities. The bill also 
authorizes the administrator to impose similar controls on 
the rentals for housing accommodations in defense areas, but 
he would have no authority to control wage rates. 

The bill directs the administrator to establish a price ceil- 
ing for any commodity when its prices have risen or threaten 
to rise to an extent inconsistent with the purposes of the bill. 
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In establishing a price ceiling, the administrator is directed 
to give due consideration to prices prevailing for that com- 
modity on October 1, 1941, but apparently he has authority 
to establish price ceilings either above or below the October 
1 level. 


As to agricultural commodities, the bill provides that the 
administrator shall not establish any price ceiling which is 
below (1) 110 per cent of the parity price as determined by 
the Secretary of Agriculture, or (2) the market price pre- 
vailing on October 1, 1941, or (3) the average price for such 
commodity during the period July 1, 1919 to June 30, 1929. 
The bill contains no definition of “agricultural commodity.” 
However, it does contain an interesting provision to the effect 
that all ceilings established for commodities “processed or 
manufactured in whole or substantial part from any agricul- 
tural commodity” must be consistent with the purpose of 
the bill in providing that there be no restrictions imposing 
prices for agricultural commodities lower than the three 
alternative guides set forth above. 


This apparently restricts to some extent the authority of 
the administrator in imposing price ceilings for canned foods 
processed from agricultural commodities. For, in imposing 
such price ceilings, the administrator would have to consider 
the effect of the price ceiling for canned foods upon the 
prices canners will be able to pay to farmers for the raw 
product. While the effect of this provision is not clear, the 
administrator apparently could not establish any price ceiling 
for canned foods which would have the effect of depressing 
the canners’ payments to farmers below the three minimum 
price levels set forth above, 


The bill contemplates that price orders will be issued by 
the administrator after such investigation as he desires to 
make on his own initiative, and without formal hearing. The 
administrator is directed, however, to consult to the extent 
that he deems practicable with representative members of the 
industry to be affected by a price order. For this purpose, 
the appointment of industry advisory committees is author- 
ized, After a price order has been issued, any person subject 
to its provisions may file a protest with the administrator, 
and the administrator may hold a hearing on the merits of 
the protest. If the administrator's action on the protest is not 
satisfactory to the person protesting, he may appeal to an 
emergency court of appeals, which would be established under 
the bill. This court would have the authority to modify or 
set aside the price order if the complainant established that 
the order is not in accordance with law or is arbitrary or 
capricious, 


Bulletin Issued on Pacifie Fish Canneries 


Based on field surveys conducted in 1938 and 1939, the 
Women’s Bureau of the U.S. Department of Labor has issued 
a bulletin entitled “Earnings and Hours in Pacific Coast Fish 
Canneries.” This publication, Bulletin No. 186, contains data 
on the length of employment and on hourly and yearly earn- 
ings of male and female workers in the tuna, sardine, mack- 
erel, and salmon canneries of California and Washington. 
The bulletin may be obtained for ten cents from the Super- 
intendent of Documents, U. S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington, D. C. 


ROTENONE SHOULD BE ORDERED NOW 


Agricultural Defense Office Urges Canners to Fill 
Their Requirements Without Delay 


The Association's Raw Products Bureau, in placing be- 
fore the Department of Agriculture an estimate of the rote- 
none requirements of the growers of canning crops, asked 
the Government what steps should be taken to ensure ade- 
quate supplies of this insecticide. In a letter of reply, writ- 
ten by P. H. Groggins, chief of the Chemicals Section, Office 
of Agricultural Defense Relations, the situation as to rote- 
none supply was outlined and canners and growers were 
urged to place orders for this material promptly. The full 
text of Mr. Groggins’ letter is as follows: 


We have been following the rotenone situation closely and 
our statistics indicate that the supply should be adequate 
for our expanded agricultural needs unless unforeseen prob- 
lems arise. At present about three-fourths of our rotenone 
requirements for this year are already on hand. A steady 
flow of additional material is expected and the possibilities 
of obtaining a maximum supply from South America are 
being explored. 

At present the situation is tight, largely because of the fact 
that rotenone distributors are holding supplies and potential 
buyers are merely making inquiries regarding future ship- 
ments. Such inquiries are often broadcast with the result 
that dealers get the impression that the volume of possible 
business is much greater than actually exists. 

It is suggested that the members of your Association place 
firm orders for their rotenone requirements without delay. 
This is desirable because 

1. It will result in the establishment of stable prices. 


2. A definite segment of the consumer market will have 
its supplies and thereby lessen the apparent demand. 


3. It is good policy for users of rotenone to share the cost 
of distribution and thereby make possible the establishment 
of lower prices. 

4. We have requested the rotenone distributors not to with- 
hold supplies from the market but to accept firm orders 
preferably for prompt delivery. 

5. Under present conditions it is extremely shortsighted 
not to order and accept necessary supplies. Remember, we 
are not operating under normal conditions, 

Summing up, we believe that your industry and agricul- 
ture in general should lose no time in making arrangements 
for their requirements of rotenone. 


Indiana and Michigan Elect New Officers 


New officers of the Michigan Canners Association, named at 
their recent annual convention, are: Don S. Morgan, John C. 
Morgan Co., Traverse City, president; Robert A. Payne, Eau 
Claire Packing Co., Eau Claire, vice-president; and William 
Kinnaird, Northern Processing Co., Traverse City, secretary- 
treasurer, 

The Indiana Canners Association also named new officers 
at their annual meeting November 14. These are: A. E, 
Coddington, Ladoga Canning Co., Indianapolis, president; 
Carl Seudder, John 5S. Mitchell, Inc., Windfall, vice-president ; 
and Robert E. Jackson, Indianapolis, secretary. 


GOVERNMENT ADOPTS ALLOCATION POLICY 
SPAB and OPM Draft New Procedures to Control 
Industry Use of Critical Materials 


An important step towards ultimate allocation of critical 
materials throughout all American industry has been taken 
in parallel actions by the Supply Priorities and Allocations 
Board and the Office of Production Management. Recent 
indications that the priorities system now in use would give 
way to an all-out allocation program are thus borne out, 


SPAB has announced that it has authorized Donald M. 
Nelson, its executive director, who also is director of OPM's 
Priorities Division, to obtain detailed 1942 production pro- 
grams, industry by industry. It was stipulated that details 
of such programs should be so presented that it will be pos- 
sible to establish month-by-month requirements for produc- 
tion of military, industrial and civilian items, and that the 
programs also should show similar requirements for repair 
parts and capital expenditures. 


Simultaneously, OPM issued an administrative order set- 
ting up the machinery by which such programs of require- 
ments are to be developed, and instituted a new system of 
handling preference ratings in harmony with the new alloca- 
tions policy. 

In substance, the SPAB announcement stated, the develop- 
ment of an industry allocation program would proceed some- 
what as follows: 

An Industrial Branch in OPM takes the first step, calling 
on its several sections to develop requirements programs for 
each industry which manufactures the products for which 
the Branch is responsible. 

Each program is built up by the Branch or by its Section, 
through consultation with the Industry Advisory Committee 
involved and also through discussion with either or both of 
the Armed Services, depending on the nature of the product 
and the materials used in its manufacture. 

When this has been done, the officers of the Industrial 
Branch who have the program in charge discuss the entire 
matter with the Industrial Branches which have jurisdiction 
over the materials or the products out of which the article 
in question is made, Agreement is reached between the 
Branches as to the amount of material which can be allo- 
cated, ete, 

Prior to this joint action by SPAB and OPM, two steps 
already had been taken in this direction as regards the 
canning industry. The first of these was the questionnaire 
secking information from individual canners as to their 
equipment and machinery needs for 1942 production, re- 
ported in the September 13 INvonmation Lerren. The sur- 
vey was undertaken by the Department of Agriculture to 
obtain this essential information for SPAB. The second 
step was the selection, from industry ballots, of the per- 
sonnel of the Canned Fruit, Fish, and Vegetable Canning 
Defense Industry Advisory Committee, whose first’ meeting 
was reported in last week's Lerten. This committee of can- 
ners is the first food advisory committee to go into action and 
it will play its part in the development of the allocation 
program, 

According to an order issued by William S. Knudsen No- 
vember 4 to all officers and employees of OPM, which de- 
scribes the functions of the industrial branches with respect 
to programs of industrial requirements, applications for 
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preference rating (form P-D 1) shall be routed in accord- 
ance with the procedure now in effect, up to December 1, 
1941. After that date every such application will be initially 
routed to the Industrial Branch handling the product manu- 
factured by the applicant. (In the case of canners this would 
be the Food Supply Branch.) This branch will review the 
importance and general desirability of the application for 
needed materials and though the announcement does not so 
state, it is reasonable to assume that the relative amount of 
canning being done by the applicant for (1) defense orders 
(Army, Navy Lend-lease, ete.) and (2) civilian consumption, 
would have bearing. The Food Supply Branch would then 
further indicate the approximate dates on which the required 
materials should be delivered and indicate the preference 
rating to be assigned. The application then will be for- 
warded to the branch handling the material in question (Con- 
tainers, Iron and Steel, Nickel, Copper and Zine, Tin and 
Lead, Pulp and Paper, Cork and Asbestos, ete.). This 
branch, if satisfied with the recommendation of the initiation- 
branch (ce, g. Food Supply), will transmit the application to 
the Priorities Division for final review. But if the materials 
branch is not satisfied with the recommendations, an effort 
will be made by both branches involved to reconcile their 
differences. In the event that common agreements cannot be 
reached, the application, together with the recommendations 
of the two branches, will be forwarded to the Priorities Divi- 
sion for final determination of the rating to be assigned. 


On the same day that announcement of the new allocations 
policy was made, Mr. Nelson addressed the annual conven- 
tion of the Associated Grocery Manufacturers of America. 
The following quotation from his remarks there serves to 
throw some light on general policies SPAB and OPM will 
observe: 


We are all up against shortages in one field—the field of 
metals, Those shortages, unfortunately, are going to affect 
you very directly and intimately. 


They mean, for example, that except where it is actually 
necessary for defense or for the health and safety of the 
civilian population, there is not going to be an expansion of 
your industry--or by any other. This industry, like others, 
is going to have to make out pretty much on the plant and 
equipment it now has, until the emergency is over. We do 
not have the copper, the steel, the aluminum, the chromium, 
the nickel, and the other metal to build any new food-process- 
ing equipment or any new food-processing factories that we 
do not, as a nation, vitally need, 


We are going to see to it, of course, that our people are 
well fed. We are certainly going to buy adequate amounts 
of food for our Army and Navy; and we most certainly are 
going to continue to send considerable quantities of food 
overseas, Where it is necessary, in order to meet all of those 
goals, this Government will make possible certain expansions 
in food processing. But when I say necessary | mean neces- 
sary-—and necessary to the nation as a whole, not to the 
individual. 

Along with all of that, it will of course be necessary to 
provide the repair and replacement parts which will enable 
you to keep your business in operation. That will be done; 
none of you will have to shut up shop just because you can't 
replace or repair a broken machine. Yet it is necessary to 
emphasize that this applies only to repairs and replacements 
which are actually necessary. The manufacturer who simply 
has to have a new machine to replace one which can no longer 
be used will be helped to get it, or at least will be helped 
to get such new parts as may be necessary to put the broken 
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one back into production; but no manufacturer will get 
help for the replacement of a machine which is still service- 
able but which has been amortized on his books. We must 
conserve those metals in every possible way. These short- 
ages are real, not imaginary, and they are going to get much 
worse before they can possibly get better. 


OPM Amends Preference Rating Order P-22 


Amendments to Preference Rating Order P-22, covering 
repair, maintenance and operating supplies, were announced 
November 10 by the Priorities Division of the Office of Pro- 
duction Management. 

One of these amendments deletes the provision of the 
previous order which refused assistance in the replacement 
of equipment by improved equipment, and prohibited re- 
placements “unless such existing installation is beyond re- 
pair.” OPM states that it has been found impossible, and 
in many cases undesirable, to require replacement with 
equipment exactly like the old. That procedure frequently 
held the producer to the use of antiquated equipment, and 
sometimes made it impossible to obtain any equipment at all. 

Another amendment enables the Director of Priorities to 
exempt certain industries or classes of industries from the 
restrictions on deliveries, withdrawals, and inventories. 


Army Invites Meat, Carrot, and Prune Bids 


The Chicago Quartermaster, continuing the Army policy of ° 


issuing informal bids which will be used as a basis for 
negotiation of canned foods procurement, has announced that 
such bids will be opened soon on a number of canned meat 
items, as well as canned diced carrots, Fancy grade. The 
table below presents the commodity, opening date, quantity, 
and can size specified in recent invitations to bid: 

Opening 


Commodity date Quantity Can size 
Cans 
OTT Nov. 17 606,000 No, 10 
(or as an alternate: 3,619,200 No, 2) 
Corned beef hash... .. 19 400,048 24-07. 
436,352 
Nov. 10 375,000 
Meat and vegetable hash 111,120 10 
Meat and vegetable stew............... Nov. 19 800,016 30-02. 
Koast beef. ..... 24.000 
Bacon, dry, aalt-cured . 250,056 12-Ib. 
Dried sliced beef. ...... 06,000 No, 1 
12,000 
Pork sausage... .. Nov. 21 240,000 2-Ib. 
“Pounds, 


On the meat products cited in the above table, with the 
exception of canned roast beef, half of the quantities sought 
are for overseas and half for domestic shipment. 

The San Francisco quartermaster also has issued an 
invitation for bids on 145,055 dozen No. 10 and 32,300 dozen 
No. 2% cans of prunes, Choice grade. The bids, also for 
purposes of negotiation, will be opened November 19. 


FSCC Requests Canned Peach and Pear Offers 


Another request for offers for the sale of canned freestone 
and yellow clingstone peaches was sent out by the Federal 
Surplus Commodities Corporation on November 10 and on 
November 13 the Corporation again requested offers for the 


sale of Bartlett pears. The peach announcement states that 
purchases will be confined to No. 2, No. 24%, and No. 10 
size cans of halves, slices, or solid pie pack. Offers are to 
be in the hands of the Corporation by November 21 for ac- 
ceptance on or before November 26. 


The Bartlett pear announcement invites canners to submit 
offers of any quantity of No. 2, No. 24, and No. 10 size cans 
(halved or diced) in grades B, C, or D. Offers are to be 
submitted by November 26 for acceptance December 2. 

Purchases of canned food items made by the Department 
of Agriculture through FSCC and the Surplus Marketing Ad- 
ministration during the past week are noted in the following 
table along with the cumulative totals of all canned foods 
purchased by these agencies since March 15; 


Nov. 7 Nov. 14 Mar. 15 Nov, 14 


Fruits: Cases Canes 
8,000 

Vegetables: 

Bean, snap....... 0, 806 
ts 14,500 
‘Tomatoes 
Futures........ 2,670,040 
Tomato paste. 60 600 
Fish: 
Species not 
Futures... .. 2,206,450 

Others: 

Field Ration, type “1,119. 006 
Milk, evaporated 800 11,601,000 
Pork... “8,008,280 “180,762 000 


* Pounds. 


Veterans Invite Canned Peach and Pea Bids 


The Veterans Administration, Arlington Bldg., Washing- 
ton, D. C., has issued an invitation for bids on 1,425 dozen No. 
10 cans of solid-pack halved peaches, Alternate bids will 
be accepted on the same quantity of solid-pack sliced peaches, 
water-pack halved peaches, or water-pack sliced. Bids are 
to be opened on November 27, and deliveries in specified 
quantities are to be made to the supply depots at Perryville, 
Md., and San Francisco, Calif. On the same date the Vet- 
erans Administration will open bids on 800 dozen No, 10 
cans of peas, for delivery at the Chicago Supply Depot. 


British Malaya Tests Pineapple Dehydration 


The British Malaya government canning station is carrying 
on experiments looking to the development of a satisfactory 
method of dehydrating pineapples, according to a report cf 
the U. S. Department of Commerce. This work has been 
undertaken in an effort to alleviate the hardships brought 
upon the industry by wartime shipping conditions. 
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LATE CANNING CROP REPORTS 


Government Issues 1941 Acreage and Production 
Estimates of Four Commodities 


The United States Department of Agriculture on November 
12 issued revised acreage and preliminary production esti- 
mates of the 1941 crop for processing of green lima beans, 
green and wax beans, sweet corn, and cucumbers for pickles. 
The following is a brief summary of highlights of the report: 


LIMA BEANS 


The 1941 preliminary estimated production of green lima 
beans for canning and freezing is 37,440 tons. This com- 
pares with 26,140 tons harvested in 1940, The revised esti- 
mate of 1941 plantings is 63,010 acres. Preliminary esti- 
mate of the acreage harvested is 60,390 acres. The differ- 
ence between planted and harvested acreage, or 2,620 acres, 
represents the acreage from which it is estimated no lima 
beans were harvested, and is about 4 per cent of the planted 
acreage. The 1941 estimated yield of 1,240 pounds per acre 
compares with 1,124 pounds in 1940, 


GREEN AND WAX BEANS 


Preliminary estimate of 1941 production of green and wax 
beans for canning, freezing and other processing is 119,500 
tons. This year's estimated production exceeds the 1940 
production of 114,020 tons by 5 per cent. The revised esti- 
mate of 1941 acreage is 74,530 acres. The preliminary esti- 
mate of the acreage harvested this season is 67,930 acres. 
The difference between planted and harvested, or 6,600 acres 
represents 9 per cent loss or abandonment on account of 
unfavorable growing conditions. The 1941 estimated yield 
of 1.76 tons per acre compares with 1.84 tons for 1940, 


SWEET CORN 


Preliminary estimated production of sweet corn for proc- 
essing in 1941 is 1,136,970 tons. This compares with 731,500 
tons in 1940 and exceeds the previous record-high produc- 
tion of 1,014,100 tons harvested in 1925 by 12 per cent. The 
revised estimate of 1941 planted acreage is 454,960 acres. 
The preliminary estimate of the acreage harvested is 441,700 
acres. The difference, 13,260 acres, represents 3 per cent loss 
or abandonment on account of unfavorable growing condi- 
tions. The 1941 yield of 2.57 tons per acre compares with 
2.31 tons in 1940, For the 5-year (1935-39) period, an aver- 
age of 2.24 tons of sweet corn per acre was obtained. 


CUCUMBERS FOR PICKLES 


The 1941 poatenien of cucumbers for pickles is estimated 
at 7,701,000 bushels. This is 22 per cent above the 6,298,000 
bushels estimated for 1940. The 1941 revised estimate of 
117,510 acres planted compares with 106,070 acres planted 
in 1940. The 1941 preliminary estimate of 106,120 acres 
harvested compares with 94,930 acres harvested in 1940. The 
difference of 11,390 acres between planted and harvested 
acreage represents a 10 per cent loss or abandonment of 
1941 plantings because of unfavorable growing conditions. 
The 1941 yield is estimated at 72.6 bushels per acre. This 
compares with 66.3 bushels harvested in 1940. 


Total stocks of salt and dill pickles in tanks and barrels 
on October 1, 1941, are estimated to have been 7,418,000 
bushels. This compares with 7,006,000 bushels estimated 
for 1940. 

Salt stocks on hand on October 1, 1941, are estimated at 
6,746,000 bushels, or about 91 per cent of the total of 7,418,- 
000 bushels. Dill stocks consist of 672,000 bushels, or 9 per 
cent of the total. For the corresponding date in 1940, the 
salt stock of 6,214,000 bushels was 89 per cent of the total 
and 792,000 bushels or 11 per cent was dill stock. 


“Ed” Hume, Association Past-president, Dies 

The death of Charles Edwin Hume, 62, president of the 
G. W. Hume Co., Turlock, Calif., and 1930 president of the 
National Canners Association, occurred at Piedmont, Calif., 
November 10, from heart attack, following a year of illness. 


Mr. Hume had been president of his firm since 1912, when 
he succeeded his father, for whom the company, a pioneer 
in California canning, was named. The organization is 
credited with having started the first canning of salmon on 
the Pacific Coast, from a scow moored to tree trunks at the 
foot of what is now J Street, Sacramento. Later it became an 
important producer of canned fruits and vegetables. 

As president of the Association, Mr. Hume was the second 
California canner elected to that office. Prior to that time 
he had served as a member of the Board of Directors and 
at the time of his death was serving as a member of the 
Finance Committee and the Administrative Council. For 
a number of years he also was a director of the Canners 
League of California. 

Mr. Hume was very popular with and held in high esteem 
by his fellow canners. He was a native of Oakland, a gradu- 
ate of the University of California, and had been prominent 
in civic activities in San Francisco. 

Survivors are his widow, Eleanor E. Hume; a daughter, 
Mrs. Harriet Krusi; and two sons, Raymond G. and George 
E. Hume, both of them active in the company, which will 
continue under the leadership of Raymond G. Hume, who 
has been in charge of production at the Turlock plant for 
the past several years. 


Priority Aids Shipping Case Manufacturers 


Priority assistance is given to the production of paper- 
board containers and the operations of the cooperage and 
wooden container industries are facilitated by the issuance 
November 14 of Preference Rating Order P-79. With this 
order the Priorities Division of the Office of Production Man- 
agement extends to manufacturers in these fields assistance 
in obtaining necessary hardware, including wire and _ nails, 
saws, knives, and other tools. The order became effective 
immediately and affects makers of paperboard containers, 
all types of wooden barrels and kegs, and containers made 
from sawed lumber, veneer or plywood. 

A rating of A-5 is assigned to the deliveries of iron and 
steel products used in the production or repair of non-metal 
containers, except wire, to which an A-8 rating is applied. 
The following is included in the definition of non-metal con- 
tainers: “Paperboard containers, including solid fiber and 
corrugated paper, shipping containers, folding and setup 
containers and cartons, and all other containers made of 
paperboard, including paperboard made from wood pulp, 
waste paper, straw or of other fibrous materials.” 


Consumer-Retailer Council to Meet December 2 


The National Consumer-Retailer Council, Inc., will hold a 
dinner meeting at the Hotel Roosevelt, New York City, De- 
cember 2. Principal speakers will be Donald M. Nelson, 
executive director of the Supply Priorities and Allocations 
Board; Miss Harriett Elliott, commissioner of the Consumer 
Division of the Office of Price Administration; and Fessen- 
den S. Blanchard, of the Bureau of Industrial Conservation, 
Office of Production Management. 
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Fruits and Vegetables in Cold Storage 


November 1 Stocks Frozen Vegetables and Fruits Less Than 
October Total but Larger Than Last Year 


The Agricultural Marketing Service reports that all varie- 
ties of frozen fruits and berries on hand November 1, 1941, 
totaled 199,441,000 pounds, indicating a net reduction during 
October of approximately 12,000,000 pounds. November 1, 
1941, holdings were approximately 354 million pounds in 
excess of November 1, 1940, and 67 million pounds above the 
5-year (1936-40) average. 


A reduction of 1,896,000 pounds of frozen vegetables dur- 
ing October was reported also, Total stocks of all varieties 
of this classification were reported as 97,342,000 pounds. 


The report carries a statement regarding fresh apples in 
cold storage on November 1, indicating total stocks on hand 
on that date of 30,772,000 bushels. This quantity is a million 
bushels less than stocks reported for November 1, 1940, 


The following table, compiled by AMS, presents detailed 
figures and comparisons by commodities, on holdings of 
both frozen fruits and frozen vegetables: 


Nov. 1, 1040 Oct. 1, 1041 Nov. 1, 1041 
FROZEN FRUITS: 1,000 pounds 1,000 pounds 1,000 pounds 


Blackberries 0,128 8.575 6,706 


Blueberries 6,216 4.078 5.005 
Cherries 25 227 38.543 35, 488 
Logan and similar berries 5.07 5,365 4.884 
Raspberries 14,487 18,430 16,358 
Other fruits 31.000 M4412 45.008 
Classification not reported 23.400 31 830 20,123 

Total... 163 826 211,508 100,441 

YROZEN VRGETANLES: 

Asparagus 6.024 7.131 6,708 
Beans, lima 14.877 20,171 20,041 
Beans, snap ; 7.204 8.414 7.481 
Broccoli, green 1.14 461 1,220 
Corn, sweet P 5.023 0, O88 8.508 
Peas, green 36,400 30 080 257 
Spinach 4.149 2.033 4.386 
Other vegetables 6.500 4.4488 0.505 
Classification unreported 3 O87 8,827 4.401 

Total 86 O47 238 07 342 


Heavy Demand for Home Economics Publications 


Requests for hundreds of thousands of copies of the two 
latest publications issued by the Association's Home Eco- 
nomics Division have come in during the past few weeks. 
These are “Manual for the Teaching of Canned Foods” and 
the student and consumer leaflet “Know Your Canned Foods.” 
Besides requests from teaching fields, dietitians, and con- 
sumer study groups, a number have been sent in by firms in 
the industry who find the copies a useful part of the material 
in their salesmen’s kits. To date, the 1941 distribution of 
publications of the Division has increased more than 100 
per cent over 1940, 


The two latest pieces of literature are being advertised 
in “What's New in Home Economies” and “Forecast,” which 
are circulated to teachers of home economics all over the 
United States, First insertions, which also marked the first 
time the Division has advertised its publications, appeared 
in the September issues of these journals, 


Position of Food in Family-spending Report 


A detailed statistical picture of how American families 
spend their incomes was published recently by the National 
Resources Planning Board, in a report on “Family Expendi- 
tures in the United States.” 

Applying to the year 1935-36, the report presents a com- 
prehensive analysis of family spending and saving at different 
income levels, breaking expenditures down into more than 
90 items, classifications of residence, geographic regions, 
and sizes of family. More than 400 statistical tables are 
presented. Sources and methods used in the study are 
explained, 

Total volume of income flowing into the hands of the 
nation’s 29,400,300 families during the period covered by 
the report was approximately 48 billion dollars, it is shown. 
Of the 41 bfllion dollars devoted to current consumption 
needs, perishable goods accounted for 47 per cent of the 
total outlay, with food representing the major share. Aver- 
age income per family came to $1,622 and food purchases 
claimed 29 per cent of this amount, averaging $467 for the 
year, or $2.27 per person per week. 

Copies of the report are available at 50¢ each from the 
Superintendent of Documents, Government Printing Office, 
Washington, D. C. 


Firms Admitted to Membership in Association 


The following firms have been admitted to membership in 
the Association since September 6, 1941; 


Black and Gay Canners, Inc., Thomaston, Maine 
Bugge Canning Company, Sequim, Washington 
Burnette Farms Packing Company, Hartford, Michigan 
volden State Sea Food Co., Long Beach, California 
Greco Canning Company, Inc., San Jose, California 
Manchester Canning Company, Manchester, New York 
Model Packing Company, Los Angeles, California 
Montevideo Co-op. Canning Association, Montevideo, 
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